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THE IDOL.

Bixk o' Prxnooss, Fla,, Fob, 12, 1877,

The stories of Stanisland npd Mayoor mwade such an
Impression upon me, despite their palpabile exaggera.
tlon and possible invention, thut an indefiuite anticl-
patton had been formed of disvovering in the morass o
large hummock or fstand, such ns they had described.
1 wus not garpriged, therefore, when the “JIndge, " nfter
returnlng from the “line™ moeh iuiigued, reported in
n hopeinl tone that Dalias had, late in the day, alter
climbing a lofiy cypress, seen, not fur in advanee, a
tract of pine and hveonk timber, clevated above the
gurrounding conniry, Carenthusingm hind been fagping
for the past slsty hours, but this discovery rovived it
fnto a heat quite as cxtruordiosry os that which fired
the sallors of Colombus when the ery of “Land!™ was
Neard (rom his wasthead, The eveping sexslon by the
camp fire wag eonsumea In coujectures and imnginings
eonoerning the ox'stence of high and dry ground In
guch a reglon, and the wonder was especlally groat
when it wos remembored that the bunters of the woods
bad never by chance or the ardor of the chase been
Jed in that direotion, nor bad stumbled upon possible
discoveriea there awaiting the enterprise of the

HenaLo,
A WATERY DEN OF REPTILES

Noon fonnd us ol the terminus ol the “line” which
we were eager to extend. But the reader must not
gnppose that it was as casy going thero as it s to walk
down Broadway on even the gloppiest day ol tuo
thawing senson. 1 founa that the ' Judge' had pene-
trated into o far worse region than that previounsly ex-
plored.  The tall, thick growth of cyprosses casta
gloom upon the durk waters which lnnguitly licked
their feet—a gloom se heavy, €o contagious, that jt
seemoed tofill the very soul of the ndventurous explorer
and to warn bim in au pexplicable way worthy to be
gtudied by the psychologists to desist from the ruth-
lezs cariosity which would lead him wttll turthor lote
this sombre wild It secmed veritably a desert, for of
the massive vegelation there wus noshing apparcntly
which could render subsistence to living being. A
chill pervadod the sumosphero which erept nto our
marrow, and the glothful breeze reminded one of the
cold sepulchirnl air which are sad (o accompany
ghiosts when tbey walk on earth. Certaln I geemed
that npone of the blgher species of vertobrates
haunted this strange solitude; nok even a warbler
was  there present to lighten the ponderous
silence with 18 cheery chirpings; but on looking
down into the tawny water fu which onr fect and Jegs
were submorged we were sinrtled and borrified by
spoaritions, to winch our depressed and timid imog-
fnations gave the mosl  Joathsome and dreadiul
napects. A greenigh, slippery vegeiablo subaunes,
baif slime and boll moss, earpeted the bottom of the
lagoon, and against it were reveuled the crawhing
ghapes of huge mocoasing, calied because of their
deadly anlmoesity to man “water ratties.’” They, how-
pver, have no rattles and give no warping of their
proximity. They pass through the water with a rapid
rush whon they are angered, coming down upon their

prey like
THE FABLED 8EA HENFEXT

which aderns sailors' yarns. As we stood, donbifal
what to de, these noxlous vhings never ceased to glide,
pnd their sealy folds seemed to tnicken around us
Evidently we had entered n very den of the Evil One,
perbaps the corridor of heil, pillured by the ghasily
pmbloms of death—thoe mitty cypresses. Luckily
there wore several littlo mounds banked np about the
bases of lurge trees close to us, and on these we
srrang, nnd, hastily jumping from onc to the other,
fled from the reptilee. It was gome timo belore wo

ventured anealn Into  the water, amd pol before
wo  reached a  lroad and  ropid  eurrent.  We
made our way to Il o Dbest woe  could by
Jumping from  mound  to  mound, or [rom

oné tallen troe to anothor,  To erogs the main ehannel
ol the stream, however, it was nocesenry 1o agun go
Into the water, Wo waded in cautionsly, aod the
tludge, '’ who was in the van, insured our satety by
feeling Lig ground as he advanced with his faithral

“iJacob’s stall. "'
A WATER MOXSTEER,

In the middle the wator was nearly ns high oe our
ehins nnd the eurrent swept against us with alarmiog
strongih. Tt was while wearing the more shallow
margin that we espted a huge water reptile, n
mocensin, ploughing along the purface of the water
with great rapldity toward our lttle party. Jako de-
glared him to be the largeat one of the spocies that he
ever had seen, The ‘Judge,” who was nearcst tho
danger, struck ot him with desperate vigor with
his ooly weapon, the “Jacob's stall” The Bow fell
short, and Lle moaster never paused In s course,
but rolled the ripples about him more angrily. Ope of
the men then laahed the water with a sappling, which
ho bore in his had, but trepidation had ko unmanned
him that be could not reaeh the onemy. The snake
then stopped and lay on the surface looking nt us, with
hin forked tongue darting menacingiy. We could now
observe lim., His size was alost siepondous, and ab
a short distanoe he might have been mistaken for a
young alligntor, 1ievelled my gun and gont some fine
ghot through his brain.  Hoe toroed half over and wrig-
gled and iwisted bimsell Jnbo all sortd of knony
shapes. He bnad not disappeared when we ronched the
eyprogses, having pasged very nonr lum. With =
forked pole n nouse was slipped over his benad and he
won dragged 1nto shallow water, where the remnining
vilality in him was spondily degputobod.  Ho wns ns
large arcund as & woman's arm aod g form showed
It immonke muscular development, a quality which
makes thia speoies so terriblo, #ines they swim so
papidiy and strike with the swiftness ol a thunderbolt,

FERMIOUS ALLIGATONR,

Qur sdventures wore not ended with this conquest,

Be it known thas the aligators of 1his region aro ex.
romoly ferocione and fearloss fu  their  rolations
with man, They have not  yet bad sufliciont
Interconrse  with  that  monourch  of  living
gromturos  to respect  tho  resources  of  his
awer ., It isdiflerent aloug the streams frequented
by tourista, There they mutely ncknowledge tho
powers of gunpowder and loud and dive o aveid ob-
pervation o Hore their eell-roxpoct 18 not yet enoggh
impured to permiy the gaurian aristocruey L subfit
tos foreign domination, And that, too, profered by
that apstart genus of the drift period called homus !
Were not the alligators desconded from whose noble
groatures who adornod the edarth tn the dim antorior
sges, the phocene, tho mioceno and e eosono f
Why, then, #hould man oliject to thelr chiolee of him
@x an oceasionnl morsoel for their delieate stomnchis ?

The aliignator of the morusses (erocodiing tucins at-
tneks man without hesitation, and when once he muc.
coods in coming 1o close combat with bim fs noarly
gertaln of the victory,

ADVENTURR WITH A YOUNO BAURIAN,

We wore crossing siroam alter stream. They seemed
yomarkably elose to one another, and we became con-
winced for that roason that wo were nearing the maln
ourso of the Wacisss, and that thoy were the numer-
oua della of Iarger tributaries socking an enirauce wJ
Jho grand bighway to the soa In one of thuse *‘runs’’

“faneies of gome ol the pegroes bad suggesiod wore than

a zreat ary,of terror burst from ono of cur party, snd
wo hastopod back to bm, tor he was o tho rear, ¢x-
pectant of a sceno of Lerror. There wns &
violent eplnshing and eddylug of the water,
and  omo of the men wus stroggling, with
orios, o  freo his leg from the jaws of
n youthlal erocodifuy tueius, o had stabibed it twice
with lus kmife, amd It suddenly relazed its bold, bul
only to whirl aronud in the waler awud with it
poweriul tail to deal 18 ndversary a terrible biew on
thiet Jogs which upses him, The tragedy would soon
Lave been complete had pob Lbe *Jagob's stafl,’
which figures so benevolently in his narrative, bedn
again used in defence of the Hunato explorvrs. s
end wag shod with steel, sbarply polnted, and the
sJudge’ handled the weapoh nd If it were o true and
trusty lunee aud he a douighty knight ol the medioval
e 16 penctrated the ugly saurinn’s neck, juss wheroe
Lin untaral armor i jointed, and he turned over on lna
back with a gracelul noquiescence i the lorce ol glre
cumstances whieh was quite odiiying  The poor ne-
gro was exnmined and nia leg lound Lo bo bul slightly
bruised, thunks to the toughness of W& (rousers and
the juvenility of bis nssailant. He was able te pled
on Wil Jess phiysical than moral injury, lor his imag-
fnation was seized with terrors every tims thak we
plunged into n tew stroam.  He lonred to go on, but
ALl less dured Lo start back lor enmp.  The accident
wis really w remiarkable one, us It I8 vnusual for
alligators to show thomselves su carly In the seazon,
when they are, besides, too torpid to feal very
great ombition for coudlict,  Bul we Lad already henrd
them biowing, as ey rogo (romn the water 1o sun
\bcmeelves on logs, and tbe rapidiy Inercasing warmth
wurned moe of the danger of prolonging the explora-
tlon Iate Inte the spring, niless i1 wern to be continned
in boats along the Waeissa River
A GIOLT OF ISLANDS,

A wo advapced wo found thial we ware crossing
groat numbers of “runs.” When wo allerward took
the trouble of counting them wo found that within a
distance of two miles \here were not less than thiriy-
one. Somo of them part from ke Wacissa, describo
& enrvo through the moruss and return to ik

Wo arrived at & kigh pine bumfhock, upen which,
however, wo found nothing remarkable. Wo naweo it
Piney Island. We only reated hers and then pressed

SHAKESPEARE I[N AMERICA.

—

GROWTH OF THE INTELLECTUAL DRAMA--
CLERGYMEN AND AUTORS—LITEBATUKE AND
AT IN THE NEX1 CENTURY.

To Tur Epivon or Tie Herarn:—

Forolgnors bave not only watched with intense in-
werest the udvance of lHierature in this country, but
alko the enterprise snd progress of our theatres, Hall
a coplury ago a paper wan published in Faris wherein
it was observed thas the poople of (he United Stales
would summon ovor tho sea, ol an immense expeose,
eelebmted English octors to perform the plays of
Bhakespeare, where, 12 ke New York theatres, they
excited even more enthusiasm aod applayse than in
thuse of Londan. * * * “Apnd thus this comedian
ol the age of Elizabeth,® the article continucs, *this
author I so ineatod, whe had 1 If never
colleoted or roviaed his own works, rapldiy composed,
as they were, for obacure and rade theatres, will be
the chief and mode! of a seliool ol poetry which shall
apenk n language diffused over the most flourisling
half of a now worlil,” Hackett's *Notes and Coin-
ments Upon tho Piays aud Actors of Shakespeare
wers prouonneed in Englaod to be among the most in.
tollectunl that the stage ean givo n natlon,

In connection with a review of the theatre in tho
United States the visit of George Frederick Cooko to
our shores (=, perbaps, the most noteworthy. He
made his first appearance as an acior 1w Breniford,
England, 1n 1778, Mls arrivar th New York in 1510,
under contract wilh nn Ameriean mannger, 1 snid
to have eaused o greater sensatipn than  bad
been produced by that of any other Individuaj
not agsoeiated  with  onr  politienl  wollare
It was not bolloved by Englishmen In New York
thut there was sufllciont entefprise In American
theatrionl citeles to gecure his presance; they “sworn
roundly that it could not be.'  Ap nccount repres nis
that it appesred ag impossible to many that the greal
London notar should be removed (o America as that
St Panl's Cathedral ghould be transported across |ne
Atlantle. But ho had wlready srrived (on November
16) anil tnken rooms at the Tontine Colfoe House, Five
days later he piayed Richard LI, belara “the grentest
hoose ever known tn Amoeriea” The audlence bo red

onward with on anxiety to finish the lino on Lbat day.

Al last we could plninly dizeover before us o douss
mags of follngo, lving and greon, which strongly eou-
trasted with the nakedness of tne eypross shrough
which we had been toiling fur geveral hours. The trees
were of enormous growth, As we approached weo
crussed another stream, and is luriher bank waas lirm
and dry, but densely ecreencd by o tapgled tnickol,
What might there te behind that bareier? Wos this at
Inst the enchanted precinet where abode the mysterions
presence of thoso unexplored wilds? 1 folt somewhas
like the Iniry prince of childish memory, perhaps, tor
here 48 In the poem :i—

All round afivage upshoots and shows
At distanco like a littkle wood,

Thurns, wies, woodbines, mistlotoe,
And grapes with bunches red as bloody

All vresping plants, a wall ol green
Close matted burr nod bruke and briar,

1 looked involuniarily aronund for—
The bodies anda the banes of those
Who strove to other days lo pags,
but they were not
—withered in the thorny closa
Ur seuttered Ulanching on the grass,

So we touk cournge and broke through the copse
without exactly expecting Lo lind the enchanted castlo
aod “the sleeping beauty™ in “the quiot chamber far
apart,” bul something perhaps wkin to them o won-
der, .

WONDERFUL TREEA

We bad reached an fsland. The interlor wus thickly
shaded Ly giant live cak and magnoiiag, which so shat
out the rays ol the sun that the atmosphere was laden
with n damppess ke that of sume apclent erypt.  But
1t was small and soon explored. Beyond I8 was an-
other (slnnd, ot so circumseribed in ke Hmits and ap-
pareutly mainly covered by pines, although there were
seattered over it groups ol hve vaks and magnoline
We crossed a deep “run’ to reach it, und lound 1ts soil
6o much like that of tie othier that I ut once concluded
that the tirst growth of timber, which was
probably live oaks apd maguollas, had  beon
ones hewn down by the hand of man. It 18 well known
that in Florida n strange phenomenon ocours in for-
estry when the primeval growih ol umber is destroyed.
Should it be pioe, the new Torsst which will spring up
will congist of tho hard woods, sueh as ouk, buy, mag-
golls and gum tree, and (818 supposed that the pine
will snecesd those alter they have beon cot o, Com-
paring the nge of tke pioes which wo found on the third
{slund with that of the live ouks, [ should conclude
that the latt er are perhups by two centuries the elders
The plnes are  “ut weeds when conteasted in thelr rank
overgrowlh with the nugust dignity of yonrs belonging
1o the original lords of the soll

A BTONK 1DOL.

The third isl nd seemod severnl Limes as large as the
other two, nnd wo hastoned o push our explorations
to its utmost limit But we were arresied for the
nmight by a wonderiul discovery, a brief outline of
which I have already telegraphod yoo.

1o o spot quite secluded by the surrounding growth
ol bramble, shrab aud vine, and where a few giguntio
onks cast deep shadows, we were startled to behold a
figure bearing « semblanee to tho human form. Tho wild

onee the exisienco of some old and onlecblod.alave (i
gitives o some nook of thig reglon, but they were of
course treated a8 lmprobable, We wore
ulterly unpreparod tor the shout which
one of them rajged.  “Look a’byere! Hyerc's a man,
gho’ 'nough!™ “Looks like It's the berry debbill bis-
golf,” &nld another, shrinking back, while all of our
dusky assistonts showed twkens of awe, il not of lear
1 approached the grin prosence. The resemblance Lo
n human fignre was far loss apparent upon o near ins
gpection than when viewod st a distanes, but sl
thero was nltogethier quite a verisimilitude,

It I8 o great stone column, rotwodin form. The
upper portion hag been at some time fashioned loto
the shape ol the human head, poised upon bromd and
rudely carved shoulders. There are but Inint traces
ol the eyes, ears, nose and month. The substance
composing the ldol i8 quite soll, o line gray sandstane,
and those teatures might have been vensrly wazhed
away by the rmn within & hundred years or so. The

figure has no arms,
A GIANT GOb,

1L ia sel vortioally in the enrth, and has probahly
gnnk many fcet deeper than 1L stood  when originally
erected, Ita present helght above the ground is about
five fent, and by excavation It was found that L ex-
tonds abont four feet boneath, The origingl altitede |
of the image was, therefore, In all probatility about
oight feat.

Un the front, or what appeared to be thoe front, ol the
figure we discovered some smngular characlors, resem-
bling seratches rather thab graven charactors,  Part of
them wore hidden by the soll and moss, and this was
removed 50 ns to disclose the whole. Tho heroglyphs,
If sich thoy are, bear no analogy to any ol those In.
miliar to the writer; but they were so dimly traconble
that thig opinjon  may be w mistaken oue‘in eonge-
quenco of the nnfavarable light which pervaded the
secluded precinet.

A short distanes from the status wo stumnbled upon
anotbier column or obelisk, It lay pronoe ou Lhe
ground, and bad to nead-ghaped apper portion. 10
had ever possessed oue It bad been broken off and
protably destroyed, for wa saw near n beap ol fine
débris, Thia may have been partly prodoced when
the 1ol wns shaped, or aftorward, when iis companion
wis demolished.

The party was illy provided for remaining another
day fn the morass without commumeation with the
enmp.  Loaving the Judge and three of the met to
bivouae on the island all night and to press the search
In the morning, 1 sel out with one attendant to return,
My lntention was Lo send provisions 1o them early and
to folluw tiom mysell, 0 ng to examine at leisure the
strange objects which had boon discovered

FELONIOUS ASSAUL',

James Lo Cleaner, n young man residing at No 368
Mott street, beeame enraced al Dennis J. MeDride, of
No. 47 Onk strect, on Saturday night, and pointed a
loaded rovolver at him, with the evident intention of
shooting.  Meliride jumped for the weapon and suc-
coeded In grabling ik befors its owner could fire, A
policeman was ealled and took Cleaner in custody, At
the Tomba Vollee Court yesterday moruing, before
Judge Dofly, Moliride rolated the story of the assaalt,
and the prisoncr was hold in $1,000 batl to answor,”

ARKRESTED FOR ARSON.

Louis Cohon, of Na, 14 Efsox stroet, wns arrestod
yestorday on suspicion of geiting fire to Wi apart.
monta, damoging tho contenis 1o the amount of §i0

Raviog first fnsured shewm for §500,

gorded ag one of unusoal intelligence, for it most ap-
planded, ho smid, what he koew to bo his own best
poinis For movonteen mnights  the  reeoeipta
woro  §21,6%% For twenty opights in  Phila-
delphia, $22,602 Tho senting capaclties, It may he
presumed, limited tho procecds, for on the eveuings
ol his performances in the former eity ‘‘the press of
people in the vieinity of the theatre was violent and
dangerous,” At the later oity il s siated that such
wnas Lho eagerness -to procure tickets that “stunly
blickguarde were patd by gentiemen from £6 to $10 lor
socuring m singio soat, and porstos were seon Hitting
at the theatre door eating their dinnur, who had thken

“their posts on Sunday moraing with o astermination

of remaining there all through Supday and Sunday
night to be ready tor the openiog oo Mopday, Cuoke
wift n cunsbitutionsl drunkurd; his drinking was o
disense, bul ho possessed uprivalled talents and
rent kinduass of hoart, In the words of nnother,

o wis oceoutric in his  oconduet and eminent
in bin profession. In thin country, a8 'n England,
winile it won the ndmirnon of lu[llunnhlu. lsarned
apd eritieal audiences bo wus the Jolly companion ol
barroom patrons, 1t seems to have been painful for
one to bolioll him io the degradation of his hablts,
but supremely ennobling lo witness bhim omid the
glorics and triumphs of his gontus  “His heart was
open Lo recoive pvory good iuprossion nud Firong in
ite impulse to every goud action™ The standpoint
tukeon by prolessed Christinng, asa clnes, against tho
theatre he regnrded as one of the mont deplorable orrord
af civilization, It 18 su)d that the two gentlemen with
whom I wis most delighted in Buston were the
porirail painter, staart, nod o Rev. ¥r. Gardiner. He
nstopished somo friends ono sunduy morning by sny-
tng, **1 min going to henl' Parson Gurdiner preach
He's the only elergyman that has dono mo the honor
to come aad soe we play, nnd ' do him the bonor o

o and hear bLim preach, Spm, give mo soine hot
Ernuuy toddy. ' Frangul with a telling signillcanoce,
his words pussed juto mstory. Wherever he wont in
thie United States he observed, with astonighment, the
prople’s ine appreciation of the greal poot’s plavs.  In
& letter 1o o London friend ho roidi—** Pheniricals hero
nre conduoled In o very respectable manuer, und the
companies suporior to what | bad expected, 1 may
add nueh more so."

A HINGULAR CONVELSATION,

The inllowing conversatlon, imbued with intereet at
this e from the fuct of our Centennlal celebration,
passed between Cooke nnd ap American j—

Gouik—I obeerve that you Amerionns nlways say,
YOur great poes,'’ “Our immortal and uncividie
dromabist;' but you are uoe the couotrymen of
Shakespeare. What part has un Awerioun (o tho Bard
ol Avan?

Aunmicas—Precigely tho same part that an English-
mun ol the present day can clwm e b As o
depeendant from Britons, [ eluim the game share o the
heroes, poets snd philogophers ol formor duys a8 noy
Briton of this day gan.

Cookk—=o, so—very pretty! No, no, that won't do,
You aro n face ol yesterdiy—mere upstoris  You
abandoved Groat Britain sud. gave up yuour share in
hier tame

AMERICAX—DBy no means, The younger brether who
leaves hi# parental poof, though he does not inberit bis
Inther's estate, 18 bolr to hie tather’s fnine og mooh ag
the elder. | have a8 full n participation in old Eoglish
glory s you, Shakespenre and Milton; Locke, Bicon
und Newton; the Harnes, tho Edwards aod the Marl-
boroughs, are ng near to me as to you. And the glory
which an Englishman feels ot tho souud of those
names and the fecollection of the glory of Old England
18 mino as fally a8 his "

Cookg—5i, o, so—and where do you draw the ilno?

AMERICAN=Why the yoar 1776 muse be the chirono-
logienl mark of roparation, 1 believe | have no claim
upen Britamn gince then, though I owe her maeh.

Cooke (langhingly)—aAnd you will owe ler a greet
daul more belore you are uble to pay anything in re-
taro.

POREIGN ACTORE IN THE UNITED STATRS

The last iuime thet Mr. Cooke ever played wns on
July 51, 1812, in Providence, R, L He never returned
1w Iugfnnu, bat died, agod Mty -seven, ut tho Mechunie
Hall, in New York, on the 20ih of Ssptember, 1813,
and was buriod in 8t Paul's churehyard, ln that eny.
An imposing monumnent marks the spot, aod the -
seriptions which it bears happily luatrate o Chiristinn
spiril, which pre-eminently wlorns the dramatic pros
fession. They are as (ollows:—

Ervewd
to the wemory

o
GEORGE FREDERICK COOKE,
EDMUND KEAN,
ul the
Thoatre llul,'l;l,lllrur.r Linte,

Throo kingdoms clalm bis bl
Both hemspheres pronoanes his worth,

lle|;nl|‘uI1

iy

CHARLES KEAN
1543,

Repoived
by

),

E. A SOTHERN,
et Haval,
Haymoirket,

1774

Cooke's mastorly Lnpersonations 1n the plays ol
sRetinrd 1L T he Moerehant of Veniee, " “Otuello, "
“Almabeth, ' CIleney 1V, " “King Lear, " “King John ™
anid others grondly fmpressed the Amercab publie
with the moril worth of the drama, apd (rom s Line
1o the present it hod weloomed Shakesponman  netors
from abread with marked distinenon,
ol Joreign actors wow is Lo appenr belore and win inyor

with Awerioan sudienees. L has inally hecome pro- |
verbinl on the other side of tho Atlautic thae their
vistis hore ure not Lo a Innd ol seraugers, but peculurly
to one of I(rionds.  Tho seansatinaiie professional
tours of eminent newors are dalso productive of
friendly  feelings ol an  amporiant  thiernatjopul
gharacter, Thowns A, Uoaper, ol New Yaork, who
Jmported Cooke, won eclelriny an the eharnoter of
Hamiet, «od alter George Froderiek, and unul the ars

rival of the elder Wallaek in ISE4, Lo wos o rewn-

fug sheatrion] star and the only one in e Western ©

Humisphere, Walluek enme direct from Drary Lane, ny
the age of twemy-five. His Hamlet was liked lere
more than in Eoglaind, and andoubtedly 16 was the
Amerigan estimute thot stole the brilant Wallacks
from the Britieh atugo
ERKGRS OF THR CNUKCIL

The career of Willlnm Auzustie Coniway aflords a
s commentary gpon the course pursued by the
clorgy, Twis gentleman withdrew ultegosher rom the
London stage and caino ko tho United States 1o llnd o
bome.  He had played the most exnited of Shake-
speare's choruciors, and they had wnght him soeh
divine truths that in 1826 he dewermined  to
study lor the minlstry, Three years later he
moet with opposition  irom  Bishop  Hoburt, of
New York, ‘drom tho [fact  tbat he  had
been an actor.' e tben saved lor Savanoah in
order to obtan lrom Bishop While permission Lo
“tako ordors in tho Chorch )" but io a it of despond-
ounvy jumped from the ship, olf Chnrleston Har, and
wik drowned.  Although our Awmoriean . thestre hne
hudd constuntly to contend with perseeutions of thoe
Chureh, yet it has finally reen to an eminoueo of
purity und renown, It now has e Iitle churehes
vippiid Lo corner, '’ where sorrowing [rlends ean bow

beforo holy wilars 1o the presence of  dead nerors, 18

plso  hay pot a  fow  great  minds  balonglog
to tho  eclergy to mourlsh  apd  cherksh ik
It may"be a question ns 0 whether the
thoentre over sullorod mure disgusting seandids than tho
Cuurch now eudures  In their rospective positions
the Clinreh novds purifieation more Lhan the thenire,
Up to 1882 Willlam i!nnlu;;. nn artist and author of dis-
tinction, abd ok thattime Vico President ol the Notlonal
Arndemy o Design, was the best authority on the
draon (0 the United Swies. Heo then pubiished hig
“itistury of the Amorican Theatre '’ when ho readily
admittod that there were evile, perveralons anil ubuges
nttondant  upon  theatrionls as  on all sublunary
things. In the midas of all its objeetionable fealures,
however, he had obsorved it8 stroggling tendency
toward virtne aod morsisy, 1 Ormly bellove,”" ho
#nid, “thot the theatre i 1o iteell a powerlul engine
wall adapted to the improvemont of man, and that it
oply wants  the directing hand of an enhghtoned
gociety 1o make it the pure source of civilization and
virtud, Without the awd ot the notor there nro thou-
ands who would never have beard the name Shakes
gpeare, Bus wiio, by s ad, are familine with the monst
nublimo, moral and benubiiul sentimenta that ever
adorued o language.”! It may be romarked

The smbition |

the first play ever performed on American soll was
“The Merchant of Vemce." v
1 1548 that Hadson's fectares on Sbakespasre
& was in ures on

d un I a? dl Germany could not nd-

mit that they were profoand, bat dervinus suid of
thetm :—Every eritic of Shakespeare will highly re.
Joiea ay this Amorigun’s ine spprocintion ualimate
of the poect on the woole.™  His leetu howover,
ware exactly what he intended they should Aw an
American Lo seems to have concaived the fact that the
duty of a lecturer befuro the genernl public I8 not o
mrm the profound low, but rathor to plesse, nlerest

lnatruck \bo luks mmflmun many.
BUAREAPEARE IX THE NEXT OENTURY.

The first contiry of Americas indepondence will
tave produced i s ¥ ot uo d period in
1a second o alass of profousd Shakespearian critios,
sujertor to those ol either Germany, Ebgland or
Frunce. The It o of the partook of a
Nmed aud ordinary character; bul when tho wmgning
ot the Decluration of Indepondence created i Lew na-
tinpal life—an Euglish speasing peapln anuer a repub-
ligan form of gevernmeni—it was dostinod Lhat o gun-
tury beooe should Ond the United States o far
sivanced 1o learning 08 Lo warrant the boliel that the
elose of it second century will (ind® ¢ the loremokt
nation of the world, nol only in literaturs, bul slso 1o
the arts and seie I havo remarked thar i was
fitty yenrs ago when Villetnain, of France, sought to
account for our rapid strides in these respocts At

the uro of the infepiion of thie United Slatcs, and for
muny  yoears,  ho prgaed, i peop hiad
other litvraturo 1hun  the bLooks

marun‘I‘y nar

ol O Eoglacd, anod uo other uational theatre
than  the picoes of Shakespears, ‘‘Therofors the
popular good sengo of these Amaricans,” he ruld, “so
mdosirions and 80 coouplod, hag svized with arder
the profonnd thoughts, the saguclous maxims with
which Shakespeare 15 (llel  His glgantic imugon
plonse minds secustomed Lo the most magoiflcent spee-
tactes of puture nmd to the immepgily ol the foreets
aud rivers of the New Worll  In acountry endowed
with nn aspect so poctie,” Lie ndded, **the gonlus ol the
arts shnll awakon "

England was slow to recognize the appalling gran-
dour of the genius of her immortal hard ; but the sequel
lies I tho luet that he Jud bare the intngues of
crowns nnd taithrally 1l ed tho sl less dueds
of royaliy. The Republio of thu Upited Stutes, on
the other hand, crented o singuiarly free people, who
could read thase lessons of tho poot wnd withasg s

GREAT FIRE IN PEILADELPHL

Fox’s Theatre Entirely Consumed at
One 0’Clock in the Morning,

The Mercantile Library Irre-
trievably Injured.

The Largest Variety Theatre in Amerion
and the Largest Library Building—
Losses Over $325,000—A Fire-
man  Mortelly Hurt,

e A
PumiLaperrma, Fob, 25, 1877

Tho theatrionl business must be ntn very low ebb
indeed when Soturday night came around without
bringlog an immenso audionce to *Fox's American
Theatre, the greal varioty show of Philadelphia, seat-
ing 5,000 people and giviog Vhem more for thelr
money, I8 poitt of Wime st least, than any rival estab-
lishment in town. Saturday night wus slways o great
night for tho “boys," sud It was always midnight at
the enrliest before the green curtain fell for good,
Last night was no excoption to the rules A large and
helerogeneous audience hnd nssembled uwnder its lohy
dome; the performers had done thelr bost; the crowd
had opjoyed b Ives and applanded in  thelr
usual  vigorona fushion; the long bI had been

histercal plays while untrammelled nnd opinfl ced

by monarchical surr i But England to-day 8

pure, and her greatpnde istho et that her womb

conceived Sbhakespeare, JOBEFH WATSON,
New Youk, Feb., 1877,

JOHN OXENFORD'S RELIQUiS.

THE NEW YORK BTAGE THROUGH AN ENGLISH
OPERA GLABS—OUR DOARDE A DECADE
BINCE—TFOOTLIGHT FLASHES OF THE PAST—
EXIRACTS FROM LEITERS TO THE HEBADD.
The death in London, on Wednesday last of Mr,

John Oxeuford, the colebrated dramatie critie for

thu Times nud other papers ol the Euglish metropolls,

revives nn Interest in the lifo of this persyleur of the
past, His chlel meril was In writing conseientlous
opluons of good, bad and indiflerent plays ln the samo
vein o which he recelved the impression. He
wiai origivally ntended lor  n barrister-utlnw,
but wisely resolved Lo make tbe good dramatie
etitie  rutber toan the bad lawyer. His  liter-
ary and dramitic compositions wre  numerous
in quanuiy ond have n vasi runge of subjeck. What
links hum particularly with New York 15 tlie tact that
during the latter part of the year 1867 he contributed,
whilo muking n visit to this cily, sume remarkably
brilliant theatrical lotters to the New Yonk Herann

The subyect trouted was *The Stugo in New Yurk as

Seen Throogh an English Opern Giass.” Those letlers

were signed "By sn English Playgoer,’” aua the flrst

of them bore the date Now York, August 10, 1867, 1t
bogun with the sentence :(—
A OLIMPEE OF TUK PAST,
W14 is a common remark anong the American aclors
wha visited London that the English public I8, lor the
mogt part, wholly muordnt of the stundard by which
transatlantle fame 18 to bo measured.!' Alter this
deliente mnd most giittering platitude Mr, Oxonford
refers to the American urtigts who at thut Line were
delighting London. Amorg those mentioned are

Kate Bateman, playing at the Adelply, andJoe Jefler-

son, who wag doing Hip Wan Winkle sod Asa Trench.

ard ot another ol the lLondon Ltheatres. John E.

an'ns i% also alluded to, nnd thoro ia n casunl méntion

of the feminine glory with which Mrs. Barney Wui-
tums und Ler sprightly sister, Mrs. Florenoe, illumined
thie bourds of the Loudon stuge.

TUEATRICAL MATTENS IN XEW YORK.

One of the striking paragraphs of Mr, Oxenford’s

first letter on theatrlionl matiers ln New York is ns

follows:—*The preliminary noto may not be super-
fluoas that, theatrically spesking, New York is am
much the chnui ol the United Sintes o8 London |s the
capitul of Greaw Britmn and lrelund, * * *  Beloro
the wae o purticular regown pltached to New Orleans
ns tho pluce where uo ond ol mouey was 1o bo wade;
but Neow Urleans, ke the Northern cibies, reqiired a
New York testimouial of taleot. "

Following tuis deelaration ot opinlon comes Mr,
Oxenlord’s sontiments with roference to the demo-
eratic eharacier ol our nudiences, He says:—:‘Tne
mass ot uturniivm and humb ¢ persons who are re-
garded with complacsney by the aristoorats of a Lon-
don uudienco, non who lrequently offered nmoscimenis
Ly their mirthiul demoustrations on holiday oc-
casious, are carclully kept out of view in tho
Empire City; mor in tho alsonce of some great
political crimis can 1gongeive the possibilivy of the
upprer tiers siuging In unison the airs pluyed by tho
orchivstra, Hke the Eughsh ;rodn‘ on buxing night or
Kostor Munday.” While Mr, Uxeolord was visiting
our theutres he was complalsant onough Lo nokico that
wa wero very proper o the stylo of our nudiences.
One o1 the puragraphs {n s st lettor speaks ol us in
nu orohoesirn way as being “decurous to a (aualt," and
wmentions the fwet of our being exiremely uudewmon-
gtrative, AL this point he gets ofl' the following buppy
npotithesis:—"When the BEuogheb roar the Amoericans
merely smile,"

THE SRCOND LETTER

The second drumulie coulribution of Mv, Oxenlord
bears the dute of August L7, 1867. 1t begins with a
compurison ol New York 10 London, and hkens Canal
strect w Templo Boar.  Whils dwelling ou the subjeet
of gireols bo says:—**Near the City Hall Park stanns
whit thoe writer calls “the palatim oflice ol tho New
Yors Hemarn'"  Mr Oxentord bere mentious o
Brondwiy Theatre, which wes st that tme under the
management of M. Barney Willinws nod Mr, Billy Flor-
euve, A prece galted *Uie Yankee Gal' was then theo
rugo; bt was lullowed by a very successtul porforo.
ance ol Hoverigon's “Cuaste.”  Mr. Oxonford in
thus letter compares Niblo's to the Adelpm healre,
ang snyk apropos ol & Epectuelo whieh was in 1ts lime-
high glory during hisvisiti—="Whas s *Binek Crook '
Nougsinaily it adramag but de s g ukierly devod ol
plot or setion that the moss during adversary ol the
l.uuuun Albainbra would geareely veuture Lo call 1t a
‘glage pliy

Latia i= mentioned as haviog been playing at Wal.
Jnok ' i The Pes ol the 'ettieonts’ and Little Nell
anud the Marclyoness,”  While fn the Lot strain Mr
Oxeutord wrote ag lollowsi—Generally, us I bove al-
rewly stutod, the awdenees of s eity are (nelined to
b grave and apatlieto, but the sparkling pleasaniry
Hlwinh it " sLATply uttered by o Ditle udy who leokod
genroely tow old lor .« pigafore, was oo much lor the
habivusl stowiam of the most genteel theiiro on the
Broadway, and drew toril serenios of delight”

CHKWING CLOV KE.

Our letser writer deops Into pleasautry, and alludes
rathier snreastically to the boabie which the American
youth whom be (met n New York theatres nad of
Eotlig out to gel cioves.  Ho noticed Vs particularly
wt e Oly o, then called Loura Keone's Phoatre,
where ' Duwbey and Son'' was Leiog porformed. 1t

whis at Lhe (dvinpie thut M, Oxeutord saw Mr Joho
Hrougham, who had come lrom the pieked company of
Minwe, Vesiris, of the Olytupe Theatre o London,

Hu aldo speaks tavorably of Mr, K Coletnan’s personn-
ton of Quilp at Wallack's Theatre
HREING NATS,

The third letter is dated Qotober 24, 1807, and tn L
pceurs 4 eomparison ol the Bowery 1o \\'llﬂu‘:hupol
roade He mentons the Staal Thoatre os beibg seross
the way, cod also allodes vo the fre which destroyed
the New Bowery Theatre. This letter has o piayial
tteck wi mosgailoes  One pururrnph reads ;—Let
o ratber suy that vl daybreak thore are no peacoiul
slumbers to be distarbed, but that I am provokngly
Haterrupted inoany tranquil contemplation ol the ra
which, even in goud hotels, sport about the bedrovm
na treely wnd we vigihly as rabois i n warren, 't Mr
Oxeniord sltudes to Whe fast that the Bowery Theatre
wis once called Crosby Mall, and takes occasion bo
comphment Mr, Stndley, o layorite actor at Lhe time
of hig vist lo the ey,

IEKI ON THE DOWERY.

The subject of lnger beer on vhe Bowery la tapped by
our letier writer, nod there is quite a gushing descrip-
tion in one of his lettersd of Atluntio Garden. In Lbe
wame letwer bo spenka ol istori boing ot the Fronch
Thentre, of Mry, Lander's swav in Now York, and of
the eelebratod suit of Wallack ve, Florence, There nro
many caustic gentences 1o ths letter which wore, no
doubit, as enterinining to the poople in London as they
wore surprising to the publio of New York. It must be
sald, bowever, that Mr, Oxenford wrote ns a gennine
dramatio snbolar, and that his oriticism of our crude
wiays wua tempered by his appreciation of us ng a peo-
pla

THE LAST LETTRR. '

This lotter I8 dated, Liverpool, November 6, 1867,
aud s headed, ' “The nhno m New York,'" It s an
nunlytioal review ol wbat tho genileman saw of New
York thentrical mutters, and 18 thrown inlo ndinberod
fnrur:pmunl stutoments, Wo oxiract [roely us lol-
uws—""With the cxecpuon of the Howery the Now
York thewires, Idered a8 edifives, (urnish dul
whigh the London srolitect would do weli to imitate,
as thoy are light, commodions, and so arrangoed as 1o
nllow nearly tho whole of Vie andience n good view of
tho stage, The theatres in London that most rescmble
thom are Astley's, in its present condition, and the
small house Highbury Barn, * * * ‘The Now York
nudlouces arn [oF tho most part axtremoly sedate and
decorous, and, save at the Howery, seom dovoul of the
decidedly plobeian element, * * * Tho people
of New York mro, ns a rule, reaolite playgoers,
like the people of Parls,”  Mr. Oxenlord, nlier puksing
upon 1he prevalehes of the siar system in Lhis
country, speaks of the Theaire Frangais as buing **ln
an exiromely gentool, but somewbat oul of thy way
quarter.”  [n lus opinion, there was no chance in New
York 1o 1867 for & dramatist, bul every opportunity
for nscone painter, He advised us to rewriie old plays

and put in this splen ol caution, “Don't lei Kin,
Philtp conquer Queon 51 igabeth, ekpeeiatly while Cubk
belongs to tho Bpaninrds ' ?

fully gone through with; thoe “patrous of the
drama’ hnd dispersed to their homes—or somewhere
elso—nnd the last member of the sompany bad hid
wgood night” to Charley Charlton, the might watch-
man, as he dragged himsell woarily homo to bed.
The watchman locked the stage door after the depart-
ing song and dance man, completed his rounds of the
building, sos bis clock nt quartor to one o'cluck, and
bad just taken a seat whea he saw

A PUFF OF KNOKE

burst from the property room, situated on the
prompter's slde, and on o level with the flies. Heo
wiis tho only man in the tbhoatre, and ot once turnoed
on the two fire plugs on the stage, and tried lo ex-
tinguish the flamoes with a patens fire extinguisher, but
his efforts wero tu voun. 1o almost legs time than i
tnkes to writo it the wholo mozs ol tinder and inflom-
muble stull on the stage wus on fire beyond tho hope
of suving thom, Within o fow minules the fre burst
through tho root over the stage, und bewng seen on the
sireots an alorm was given, which brought the fire
ongines to the gpot, A stifl brecze was blowing from
the west, and great golden billows ol smoke rolled out

- toward the front of the theatre on Chestnut street,

carrylng pleces of burning wood and caunvas, which

fell in
A BOOWER OF FIRE

on roofa and awnings for st lenst two blooks away.
Everyihing outdoora had been sonked Io n twenty-four
hours' rain aod spow, which .bad Just ceased falling;

buat this did not prevent the lire breaking out on tho
roois of o dozen difterent buildings, whils it probably
saved the entire block bounded by Tenth, Eleventh,
Markot and Chestnut streets irom total destruction.
A genoral alarm, summoning all the avalable fire ap-
paratus in the city, wag speedily sent, but it was soon’
avident, in splte of nll their eflorts, that the conflogra-
tion could not be confined to the theatre.

: THE FIRE BYREADH.

The nuditoriom and stage ol the thealre were siin-
atod back trom Chestuud sirect, npgrmhar& by a wide
pussage about Mily feet In lopgth, A barroom and
f cigar slore were on either side of this passago
way, f(ncing on Chestnut stroet, and extending
back to the front walls of the auditorium.
IL was ope of Lthe curious (reaks of tbe (re that nelther
of these stores suffered any domage excopt by water,
while bulldings numediatoly ndjoining them were o=

ared, and duriog the fire two  barkeepers ware kept

usy withim ten leot of the flames serving out liquors,
Within half ap hour after the outbroak of the fire the
wholeof Lthe theatro was baziog foriously, and the
other bulldings in the immedisie vicinity had becomo
ignited, Nuxtdoor but one to the theatrs, and the
first to become ignited, was tho Iarge double dwelling
ana store of L, G Love, tallor, No. 1,010 Chesinut
stroet, Fho rootf of the bullding caught from spnrks,
tho Sames 1gniting the cornice on the front. From
this heuvy woodwork they spread rapidly over tho
rool, aod kn a few moments the entire upper portion ot
thoe sirucluro wos enveloped in o shoot of fire, 1L was
fuund impossible Lo bring streams ol water to play
upon 4 trom the adjoiniog roots, and 1n order to over-
como the difficulty ab extension Iadder employoed by
tho department was wheoled in front of the bullding,
from wlileh the firomen Ellnd. Tho flames noro were
Nnally put out belore they had done very much dam-

o
“Nnn to this bullding on the east was Taylor's drug
sloro, & one slory structare, The fOre passed tlns by
wercly singeing 14, and also Milligaa’s tatlor sbop ad-
Jolninig, but the nexs structure was the lurge Lthree story
and attie building oceupied by Wilham 1. Rogera ag
o enrringe mavuinctory. It was undoubtedly beoause
this suructure towered above Lhe others that It roof
ciught fire lrom the clouds of sparks with which the
afr was (lled, It was burniug some time betore atten-
Jun was galled W it

The vuilding was tilled wkh Isflammable stock. In
the attlc wna wool and hair, on the third floor var.
uishos, paints, partially completed carringes and
sinpiar materials, On the second floor finighod ear-
riages and on the first floor were the slrow rooms lor
the best goods, About $60,000 worth of slock 18 said
to huve been n the place, although no one ean be
found who knows delinitely on this matier, Mr, Rouers
himsoll being sick and at the S‘olnl of avath. Two-
thirds of the stock wis dostroye

A FATAL ACCIDEST.

Cily ¥Firo Marshal Thompsou, Georga H, Bonnalore,
Bocratlary of the Insarinoe Patrol, and Goorge Froder-
ek Newman, o remanan the employ of the Ingur-
unee Potrol, wore amoung othera i this bullding, di-
reotng the preservation of the carriages, A number
were enguged o whoeling out the valuable sale car-
ringes thot slood upon the first floor, when a crash was
heard overhead, the whole bullding shouvk ax 1T rocked
by an earibqunke, and the peoploenaged in the re-
moval fled In terror.  In puother mowmoent tbo third
flosr bad crushed o the sccond, and  the conlents of
both were piled npon the lirst, with flames darting 1o
all diroutions, aud dozens of Cosuly earringes in rnue,

The three men above named were buried In the
ddbris, and for a fow moments the wildest excilemont
prevuded among the erowd, 1t belng regarded as alniost
R oceriainiy that they were Killed,  The Fire Marsoal
wits dragged out with his face laid open on ove sido
from his lorehead to his chin,  The gnsh 18 an ugly
one, but not gorious, Mr, Honnatore was striock on
the bend by o Umber and stapned, being partially un-
conscious when taken out. He wore a heavy firemon's
lietmet, which broke the welgnt of the blow and prob-

talled eathonto of 1ns loaner, Everything in the thon.
1F & Wi consuined the barrosm, the valy nrie
cles saved being Iwo trunks Dy

Zuntroma, of the rotin troupe, who wero to bave
perlormed sl the theatrs this woek. The box ofies
amd treasurer's oilice were o toe lobby spoken
ot i i
eoptents, boing the recoipls ol se {oriunngos,
&¢, wore presorvod uninfured by Mr mihu. the
irumrtr. llll'. :’:ml :I:nm. 1 gor for Mr.
fox, was loun the Hexaup eorrespoaden
whom Eﬁ;lnw-: lha{ :lhléhluzon the thealre wou
about §225,000, o which thero was an insurance
y about $50,000. Mr. Henson ll.ll.u%um
the origin of the fre, that it bugan in the north
caruer ol thie building, directly buck of the paint |
in the tlies, The pmiut room bad vot been ooen
for ten days, the painterd having Loen discharged an
the roum olused sinee thut time.  He could nod in
way account for tho fire, nnleks the oils n the
room bad cansed spontateous combustion. Among
other artleles sald to havo boen lost in this theatrs was
u valunlle pmoting, which Mr, Fox refused $20,000 for
recently, The bulldipg was ownod by a company,
und Ll was run by Mr, Fox, who wns one ol its owners,
on shares, .

Thero is & romor on he strects that the theatro was
gel ou (re by ab incendinry, having been 1osured bee
yond its value,  This would Appear 1o bo elfeciually
Wisposed of by Mr. Beusouw's declaration that the
mum only amount to 50,000, aud the buildiog is

wu to have cost about $260,000,
THE BMFLOYREH LOBE

As usual the actors and actresses syifer severely.
There uot bejug one from the lowest to the highout
who 18 not the logur ol wardrobe or propertica, Mile,
Alexundrin loses ali her handsome uressus and articles
ol jewolry; Miss Georgle May sullers tho loss of all her
wardrobo,; Miss Jennie Yeamnn 14 o heayy loser} Jobhn
Pendy loat nll lits ebaracter costumes; MF. Fli
his entire wardrobo; the Zupirettn Pantomime Com-
bination, who were to open this week, I8 sald 1o bave
lose ol thetr wardrobe nnd properties, bub this coald
nok be truood to any relinbile souree,

Mossre, luco, Forbes, Danvers, Myers and Missos Leo
Gordon, Susic Warren, Unral Leigh and the supoer-
nutmerarics all laat their wardrobe,

A HIRPORY OF THE THEATIR.

Tho burned butlding was lormerly the Academy of
Fino Arts, be:ng chiapgod foto o theatro aflor extensive,
alterations nud preparations by Robert Fox, 1o 1870,
nnd wius opencd 1o the pubhe on Saturday night, De-
cember L7, of that year. 1t wud completed at groak
nxéannso. the cost, ns ftated by the proprietor, bein
£250,000,  The butlding extended 1rom the north sid
ol Chostnut stroel to Marble alley, the ground plan

iving o the suditorium i spaco of 103x100 feet, the
nblites, private ollices, box oflices, &e, hoing embraced
lu the spuce ol Stxhld feet, 1he entrance being through
an arciado 14 feet wide, ‘The stogo was 100x38 toet, and,
nad ull the madern Hyproveinenis.

‘Ui walls, It I8 said, wero 18 inches thick, with pilas-
tore 2 loet 3 inches think Lo sustan the ers for the
roof, each girdor being estimated Lo benr o weight of
tons without deflection,  The parquet, parquet el
and firak and second tlers were in helght 50 reot. Tho
golleries were open tron wire, with white and ?nl.d.
with erimson sbowing through, On ocach side of tho
auditorinm wore five private boxes, making in tho two
Uers twenty boxes, exclusivo of swgo boxes,

Tha deme of Lhe theatre war 22 (oet 1o dinmeter, and
frumn the Hoe o! the colllng 24 teet gh. Suspended
trom the dome was a magniticeut chaMelier, white five-
light gos brackets were arranged In tront of the tiers
nnd pgalnst the walls. D

Too Lloatrs was ok only one of the largest, but one
of tho hamlsomest thontres (o the country.

As originally constructed, 1t contined nn orchesira
and parquet eirole, dress eicelo and Tullnry.

In the suintmer of 1875 an sdditional gallery was cons
strocted, whieh incronsed tho sealiug eapucity to 2,800,
1oss than one-(ith of tho seats beng down staire

THE WERK'S PERFORMANCK

Tho programme ineluded porlormances by the sensa-
tlonul dramatic artiste, Missa Kate Raymoend nnd B,
Colhiny a really wonderful and Interesting exhibition
of juggling by Mons, Bushbell and 4urena, wherein thae
furmer surrounded the body of his eompnnolon, siand.
Ing tho width of the siage with aharp knives. There
wils nl#o m number ol variety features, mcloding bup-
losque, soug and dance, voenlsms, dancing, gymnasis,
ke, &e, by tho regular company and specially en-
gaged performers, .

WIAT Win TO BE PLAVED,

The present waeek the tnmous Zunireita Pantomimo
Compauy wero to have begun un eugagement in the
new production “*A Fat Man's Frolles,' for which
speeinl preparation lind been mode, ho bill nos
nounced nlgo in its other features was of the usual va.
riety and attractiveness, introducing a large number
of artisis.

sgs5ErEe
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BRETUIL OF THE LINRARY,

The Mercantile Library wis lounded 1o 1861, and the
building at present ocoupied wos Innugurated on the
16th of July, 1860, 1 stands ona Joi having a front
on Tenth Etreot of U6 feol and a depth along Marbla
sirect of 301 leet, The whole of this spaco is coverod
by the buidding, exvept an offsel of 10 feel on the
south side, lelt open, u portiou of 1t ns u gorden, de-
cornted with fonntains aud vases, and the romaimior
as a passugoe woy. Alter deducting thia offset, thoro
sUil] remains an ares of over 24,000 square feet ou the
first floor alone, Inrger than that of any other library
pumlding in Ameriea, and nearly double that of the
groat reading room of the Brivlsh Muscum.

The cost of the new bullding may be scon from the
following sintemont—

Original pUrchanD. . ..oosseessasesseassst $126,000 00
Alteranion of building. «o $03,040 T2

Huating npparatus, o 12,000 00
Gos IXIUres. coansnen 1,003 00
Furniurt. siieseenanenes 13,003 T0

. 9,000 00
1,708 00
101,361 48

TOUBL covanssairnnssnnsssennnnsnennseess $227,261 48

The old edifice was sold early in tho year for 85,000,
B price which the Hoard ldered advontag o
thu intereats of the eompany, and a sum neacly donble
its originil cost, A morigage of §30,000 had Leen
eranted prior to the enie, for Lhe purpose of paying In
part for the aherailon ol the new builllog, leaving
£40,000 to  vo atherwise ﬁ"""""" for, The company
nceepted for thig, nmorighge of $27,000, payable 1n two
yonrs, nmply fecurod, and o srgond morigagoe on the
old buikdhing, payable $10,000 in six months and §8,000
inono year,
M. VOX'S THRATRICAL EXPERIENCES

Robort Fox hns beon for a long time conuected with
the variety busioess lo this ey, and duriog that time
hus met with various fortunes. His drst conneotion woad
with tho Uagino, nn estabiishmont which was opened
for varisty perlormances in the old bullding which
been lor many years ogoupiod ns Jopes' Hotel, In
Chestnut stroet, betweon Sixth and Seventh streets,
lie was at this pluce for some tine, bt smbitions lor
o betler establisliment, be chungod his quurters o the
old Continental Theatre, i Wainut sirect, sbove
Eigth, This bwiding bad seon wsuy ghanges It
wig tonstrugted on a large lot running from Walnul
Lo Sansom streots, which had becn oconpied in 1531
by lopor's und siterward by Barreit's gymoasium,
Kaymond & Waring erected the flrst bullding thers
for the parposes of o measgerie, and oecsuplod 11
with their goologigal eollecstion lor some years, belng
succeeded by Woleh & Lent, and subseqoontly b
ticoeral [tulas Woleh on bils own acconot.  Ballard
Euekney aitered this pinee for tho purposes ol a cirea
and opeved 16 for equesirian perlormanges on the
of December. 1803, Alter the Natonal Amphitheare,
Chestunt streat, cast of Ninth—now a portion of the
site of the Conttuental Motel, and oceuplod by Welch &
Lout—wins  buened, July b, 1864, nogotintion was
mide fur the Waluut strect mepagerie.  They sne-
codded Bulard & Stickney, ond the house was for
soime yours Known os Weleli's Nattonal Amphitheatro
and Clreus, 1L was opencd for that parpose July B,
1564 Wihiliam Wheatley succeeded General Welch,
He tors ont the ring, put up a gtage, altered the boure
for deamatic purposes, and opencd thoe houso as the
Coutinental Thentre, & spoculation which was nos for-
tunate, It was at this Louse, during Mr. Wheatley's

Ground rent anid |nterest .
Insurance (Norpelal).ceieavaas

ubly saved his Hle. BHoth men were atlended by a
hysleinn nnd sent home. Tho other of the three,
Ir, Newman, could not bo found, nod it waa thooght

that he had perished. AL wn  o'cloek  this
moroing. however, affer the tire had been complotely

extinguisbhed and a earclul search was  wade, Nowmnn
wus (onud wedgod into tho débris, sull ative, bul vory
dangeronsly wounded, He wis conveyed Lo (he Penn-
sylvanin Hospital, but will probably die of joterval fu-

Juries.  Several other Urumen were also more or less

tnjured by falling cornlces and timboers belore the ex-

tinguishment of the fire, which was not unttl alter
daylhighe,

‘thy Hogers' establishment markod the boundary of
the fire on the east, but there would bave been n difs
lerent story to tell had not the massive granite binld-
g ol the New York Mutual Lite Insurance Company,
on the northwest corner of Teuth wnd Chlestout
sirecis, steod and defied the furihier march of the
flames.

A GHEAT LIMBARY I%JURKD.

Tha southern wail of the Philadelphia Mercantilo Li-
Lrary I8 ihireutly opposite the rear of the destroyed
Wuy-Louse, separuted only by n warrow alley, ealled

arblo gtroel. 1t @ muinly o one sory briek serue-
ture, with a Wigh arched rool of 1ron girders and Lo,
and 1@ nearly ire prool.  The Library bullding nobly
withatood e ralu ol fire upon iv from the roaring mt

ol 1ho theatre, but when (ho rear walla of tho theatre

fell upon its rool the skylighie, with whigh 1L wis

pleutilaliy supphed, were hroken in, gave antrance (o
the llames and baroed the interior of the rool (rom

end to end nlopg that atide of the bailding.  The glass

froin the Ry lights now les in powder and o fhotastie
ehupes on the floor of the lbrary; but the water,

which the firemen poarcd o in diborsl quan.
tities 1o quench the flames on the rool, has
done more damagoe  than  the  fire waell, No

books were burned, bulk the moet valuaoie volomes in
the library bave been destroyed or injored beyoid
rupnir by tho water,  About 5,000 of the choloest honks
i the cullection were Kopt in o gallory unider (he rool
pedr the roar wall, Jost 1 the Bpot where the greatest
damago wus done. Here wero such volumoer as Audu-
bon's **Birds of America,'’ for which the nompany paid
$1,000; and which is badly damaged, folios with val-
uable colored prioty, in architediure, goograpny, nis-
tory und seience, Many old and rare vellum covercd
books now out of print were on these shelvoes, some of
which are now reduced almoss to pulp.  Bomo ol those
deatroyed can nevor he roplaced.  No estinate of the
loss 1o doliars nnd cents ean, of course, bo given uoder
tho clrcumstances until & carelul examination 18 made
by an expert. The premident ol the libeary, bowover,
mndo the lollowing statement 1o bl HERALD :—
THR LOws

i ag (ully covered by insvrance as such a loss can be
I the fohiowing mmong other eompuuies:—Franklin,

10,0004 Delaware Mutoal, $10,000; Fire Arsociniion,

10,0004 Reliance, $10,000; American, £10,000; Hand-
Iu-l'land‘ $5,000; I'bilnaeiphia Contributionabip, §5,000,
It 18 catimated whiat nearly one-lalt the 180,000 volumen
In the lurary wore moro or less injured. Many
of those are ruined and most of the others will have
to be rebound at a cost of soventy-five cents cuch, The
average cost of the 1njured books 18 perhaps about
$1 75, The total loss will remct aboub §75,000 it 18
thought, Tho work ol repairing the building wiil
commonoe withous daiay, bus (v will probably bo some
timo belora 1t 18 ready Jor uge agabn,  In the mejn.
time the nesociation may oecupy nnother baliding, tut
nothing definite in Whis respect hus been dotermined
upon,

THE LOHA ON TIK THRATRR
Fox, tbe |

- Mr. Rebert olh ossoe ol tho theatrs, I8 very Il
L8 his Lomo, and it in uol pupaibie yoi to obtuin &

magagement, that thy Gale gisters lost their livea by
their drosses taking five white they were poriorming
oo the ginge, The house seemod doomed after thal
and Mr. Wheatley nbandoned 1t nbouk 1861, Alhson
Hineken succceded and opened the plice as a variewy
thentre in 1862 M Fox iollowed them, and gnve up
the Casino, which, after n fow months' trial ln olther
hnnds, was unablo 10 compets with botter nitractions,
amd was elosed,  Mr. Fox gave to the building on Wal
ROt siecet the nime ol Fux's American Theatro, and
opened 14 Lo the pibils Auguss 24, 1865, He romalned
thiere With mueh success until June 19, 1867, whon the
building wes tally aestroyoed, The **Hlack Croek"
was lu Lo course ol performance when the lire broke
otit, nbout Dall-pust pine o’¢lock in the evening, Fors
tunately 1he audienee was warned in Vime and va.
cated the builaing salely,  Bul, nolwithslandin
this happy circomstiunee, thore wad o great loss ol
e, Whilo the firemen were laboring fuithiully the
front wall of the thentra fell out Into the sircel, by
which thirteen persons were  Killed  and  sixieon
wounded,  Atter ilus disastor Mr. Fox with great
enprgy applled bimyelf to the robullding ol the house,
and 1t wis opened in the pame year He remain
bero for about threo yenrs In gonsoquonce of difis
cultion with bis landiued e turped bis attention to u
pew gituation,  Ho bought [rom the. Acidemy of Fing
Arig the largo lov on Chestnut gtreet, lam«riy DOONe
pregd by tha tnatiation, snd openol Fox's Now Ameri-
ean' Thentre, Degember 17, 1870, Since that period the
forvunes of thir house are woll known, 1v was o very
suocesslul place of amusemont.
LIST OF FLACKS OF AMUSKMENT BURNED IN PHILADEL-
PHIA,

The following 15 a liet of all the theatres and places
of ninusement desiroyed vy liro in Philadeiphin:—

Lailson’s Amphitheatro und Congert, northwes, eor-
nor of Fifth snd Pruno sireota; destroyed July 8,
1704, &

Kickeotts' Clreus, southwess corner of Sixth and
Cliesnnt slreots, Deeember 17, 1700,

Yaushnll Garden, noribenst eorner of Broad and
Wulnut streets, burned by n moby, Soptember 8, 1519,

Chestnut $ereos Theatre, north side of Chesinub
siraot, east ol Higch, April 4, 1820,

Sonthwnrk Theatre, corner South and Apolio sireets,
betwaen Fourth and Fiith, May 9, 1821,

Mackae's Hatl, Filth, above 'rune, 1845

Atheneum (Barnum's Maseum aona Thentre), south.
enst carner Seventh and Chestnut, Decomber 1

Asgembly Buildingy, routliwest coruer of Teath nud
Chestaut streeis, March 18, 1451,

Runfurd’s Opera House, Twellth stroet, below Cheate
nat, Deocembor 9, 1856

Navonal Toeatre, south side of Chesinut streot, ensl
of Nintn, July o, 1564,

Chiiness Musgcum, ioribonst corpor of Ninth and
Bansom swrecie, July 6, 15564,

Amerienn Maseum, northwest corner of Fifth and
Chostnut strects, Decombor, 1554,
Molodeon, north side ot Chestout, between Sixth and
Bn:rum, 1567, ™ Wat “
‘ox's Amarican oatro, alnot streot 1]
Eighth, June 10, 1867 ' '"'

Uity Musoum Theatre, Callowhill stroet, bolweon
Fourth nud Fiith, November 25, 1508,

National Hally south side of Market stroot, oast of
Thirteenth, Japunry 20, 1874,

Harmonio Hall (orman theatre), Coates sireel,
near ﬂw:lrl.h‘ "uullll L T

Sanford’s Upora House, Hocond sireet, above FPopl
Octobor a1, 3e0, . ol Py

Areh Street Opera louse (Simmons & Slocum's),
Arch street, west of Tenth, March 20, 1873

Fox's Amerieau Theatre, Uhestnut wirost, abovs

do- | Tonthy Fobruary &b, 1877



